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PROCTB.D-2.
13 Jamuary 1960

RESTRICTTCN ON EXPOR? OF NEVSPAPRRS AND PERIODICALS T0 HAMPER JAPAN'S
* . RESEARCE ON COMMUNIST CHONA -~ TOKYO, MAINICHT, 25 IOV 59

i

ing recently notified the Japanese book dealers that “there vill be & major
restriction impossd on export of documenits, newspapers, and magazines in
1960." - Various Japanese research crgans which depend on the Luport of such
xaterials ere fearful that research on Commmist China might become very
difficult in the future. :

- On 21 Novenber, Gendai Chugcku Qakkai (Modern China Institute), con-
sisting of about 400 researchers on China, sent a letter to President Ch'u
Tu-nan of the Chinese People's Association for Cultural Exchanges with For-
eign Countries. The letter read: "Reconsideration is requested so that
various documents may be yrocured as heretofore for the conduct of seien-
tific research." On the same day, the managing director of Deian Shoten
(Datan Bookstore), Koike Yoichi, left for Peiping on business. .

~ This restriction on éxports seems to contradict the stipulation that

"m.mmm;mgmmmmmmmm—
ture by means of friendly visite and cultwral-scientific exchanges,” which
had been included in the Jjoint coméamique on Japan-Communist China exchange
- announced on 8 June {1959) and signed by Yars Han-sheng, Deputy Presldent,

. Chinese People's Association for Cultural Exchanges with Foreign Countries,
- Friendship Society). Future developmants are, therefore, being wvatehed
with interest because the export restriction is expected to cast a dark
shadov over the academic world and over the promotion of future Japan-
Commmnist China exchanges as & whole. o L

m«mwmnu'mmmwmmm
conduated between Peiping's Internstional Bookstore and the Japanese (book)
dealers (the big ones are Daimn, Kyoluto, and Uchiysmma) via Hongkong by
aeans of pound sterling settlement tlwough the Bank of England. Despite
such indirect trading, the documemts exported to Japan have been handled
the same mumer as the documents (destined) for Europe and America.

‘ Up to now, there have been about 370 types of docwsents, newspapars,
and magazings exported to Japen from Coemmnist China. These have been

me@m‘mmmmmmwmdmworuu-
mated yrices of monographs and by subseriptions to paxiodicals. When Ja-
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{People’s Dally), -ch’s (Red Flag), Jen-min Wen-hsush {People's Liter-
ses), o i Sl ngaien (utcs e Fochl By ot ot
titles or' resear es Hain-hus Pan~yush Kan {(New Chine Sesmi-

monthly) (vhich compiles articles in Tocal newspepers and megazines under
different subjects), scisntific msgasines, and specialized books and doge
unente on politics, ecounomic, history, epd philosophy. _

Research on Canmunist Chine following the war has not been conducted
as 1t wvas before the war. Then, it wvas possible to make on-the-spot sur-
veys and to conduet direct exchange. After the war, reliance has been
solely on documents. Comsequently, if the documents are not available, a
severe blow to the point of complete disruption to research will be deslt.

Four Reasona Considered

The reals reasons for the restriction are not knowsince no reason
has been given by the International Bookstore. The following, however,
uewmmﬂmﬁmmmmmm,&m:‘ o

1. Domsstic Situation -- Because of the Chinese Commnist Irogran
for camplete elimination of 1{lliteracy, the sudden increase in the read-
ing population has brought about & paper shortege. Since the Chinese have
mwmmrmmmmmmmumm,mummpu-

ity for export.

2. Politiesl -- The worsening of Japan-Communist (hina relations.
since May 1958 hes prompted the imposition of the restriction. Since be-
fore the war, mmmmﬁmmmwudomu
to conduct research on China.  Despite this, worthwhile results in Chinese
research have not been obtained. In short, s true picture of Comzmnist
China has not been really grasped in Japen. Discontent over the way Jepan
hubaencouduetinaresearehanmmhumobdbly coincided with the po-
litical tension existing between Japan and Comsunist China. '

3. Antiespionage ~~ Japan's purchase of Commmist Chinese docvments
andbookahumdecomnutchimmpactthﬂmubeingm“a
bage for the eollection of intelligence. '

k. Exchange of Views Between the Chinese People’s Association for
Cultural Exchange with Foreign Comtries snd the International Bookstorg ~-
The former is trying to promote Japan-Commmist China oultural exchange,
mnmhtmmuwmtmtrﬁedwum%mtu
thelr distributor. A Jack of lialson was Probably discovered by the Chi-
nese Commmist government and proupted its blast against bureauncratism in
the lower echelon organs. '

dan
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Views of the Japanese Specialists

Irrespective of the truth or falsehood of the above views, the restrie~
tion on the export of documents by the Chinese Commmunists will bring ebout
imnediste havoeo among the China researchers in Jepan. Therefore, vhat are
. the views of the Jepanese specialists and the persons eonaermaanawhat
countermessuras are they considering? ,

Kureishi Takeshiro {Honorary Professor, Tokyo Univeraiw), msiasnt
of Nitchu Galujutsu Yuko Sents {Japan-Compmnist China Seientific Friend~
ship Center), which formed the Zenrin Chugoku Bunko (The Good Neighbor :
China I.ibrary) on 15 August for the mromotion of exchenglng documents with
Commmmnist China, said "Of course, it is necessary to continue requesting
a facilitation of exports. Perhaps the libraries and research institutes
could exchange documents with Communist China by means of & barter system
and the imported documents placed in a centralized loocation where they
aould be made available to the general miblic. The Good Reighbor China
Librery now has sbout 2,500 books on China. The headache involved in the
exchange is, of course, money: The other side is & country, while this
side is like an individual. We could not, therefore, in large
volume. I hope to visit Commmist China nextyeer ( ) and fully ex-
plain China research. Imomttoerfectmuehmgeotbookswiththe
Kuo-1i Peiping T'u-shu-kuan (State-Operated Peiping Library).”

Nakajims Kenzo's coument was: “‘Bxisdcunotmnthntthwwiu
stop exports completely. It means that it has become impossible to pur-
chase, as heretofore, without restriction. Therefore, we should try to
effect exchanges of necessary doounments on & mutual basis. We should ask
the Hihon Gakiyutsu Kaigi {Japan Science Council) to mmke a study of how
mhmdwhtkiﬁdmedmuwaohﬂwm,mmtﬂbuum
shmldbemdeonthisbaﬂa.

As an emergency measure, both Kuralehl and Nakajims congidered the
methods of effectively coping with problem of the docunents restrictions.

Reconslderation of Reseerch Methods

"mmtmmmmammanowmwwrmmim
China resesrch methods now being comdusted in Japan,"” according to Yogate
(wmu)mm,mwmmmsatmmokumwo(m
_ Research Institute). He also stated: "Asking for a relamtion of exports
because it imposes Adifficulties on China research is s type o:r ‘thief-iam’
and (puts it on the sams besis as) 'receiving lacquer-wares.’ Japen is
the biggest importer of Chinese documents, but we cannot say that Japan
has gotten good results in China ressarch. For exauple, when the ‘pacple’s
cosmames’ issus emerged, ws ooncentrated on cbtaining documents on that
particular subject only. This is not a systematic way of doing things. At
pregent, no univeraity in Japan conduasts lectures on Modarn China. The
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problem lies in the dislocated state of China research in Japan. It ls
mmsmthatmwtumoduaﬁnmthodaotm&mhmapro&ucﬂw
basis. In addition, we should pursue this in conjunction with advancing
the cultural exchanges bagsed on the program stipulated in the joint com-
manique. With such a basis, we could aconcretely seek to change the Kishi
administration's "hostile policy” end then request the relsxation on ex-
ports at the same time.” - ] ,

mmstmmmntmammu%mmmamum

Ando Hikotaro (professor, Waseda University), who is a researchar cn
the history of modern China, is of the same opinion as Yogata. Touching
onthe)hismotchimmearchinm,mma: "Before the war,

traditions of Sinclogy. Therefore, China research in Japan does not have
an (modern) ecademic tredition. There are many China researchers but
within the academic world they are '1ocalists’." Researchers and research
organs are isolated. Scholastically, China research can be described as
being in a state of nonspecinlization. Thus, because we have besn 1lsport-
ing more than enough documents, we m&y have invited misunderstending. Im-
mediately after the war, the China researchers began to inport documents
for réasarch., This activity centered around such institutes as the China
Research Institute. Recently, their resesrchers have finally begun to
digest the ressarch conducted by the Chinese scholars and hava begun to
introduce them by including them with the views of the Japanese scholars.
In other words, Mmmmmfwmmuﬂdacimﬂc
regearch on a nonpolitical basis, the stoppege of the inport of mrofes-
umumimsammuhubemtmmmttotheshutﬁngm
the avenues of research for such scholars. ,

Looking at it from this viewpoint, it seems that the export restrie-
$ion on documents, mma,mmmwmmmuum
dealtaverynriouanwtoumacadenicmm. Needless to say, the ex-
port restrictions, without quoting the reasons vhy it was done, can become
aammg-wmmmmxmoaw-mmmmm
exchange. dJapanese interested in Chins research are, therefore, hoping that
themlemistawermtmmmmﬂumﬁth
the situation appropriately "without the remedy worsening the evil."

{Nota: From FDD W Re on Commmmnist China, No. 9 issusd
15 W%I
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